
Week 4
There’s Heaven

Read: Revelation 22:1-5

“They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light.”
(John, Revelation 22:5)

In Revelation, John gives us a glimpse of what heaven will be like. After being caught up to heaven, he 
saw “the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal” and “the tree of life” (22:1-2). And in that place, 
there will be no need for “a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light”.

Even the inspired words of John are inadequate to describe heaven, but we know it’s a real place for 
those who have trusted Jesus as their Savior. Jesus assures us, “My Father’s house has many rooms; if 
that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?” (John 14:2). 
One day we’ll be there! We will live in God’s light and won’t have to imagine it anymore.

A) There are so many things to anticipate about heaven! Find MercyMe’s song “I Can Only 
Imagine” on whatever app you use for music, to help you bask in the glory of those first moments
in heaven. Write down any observations you might have.

Valuing Others
Read: Luke 19:1-10

“The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Jesus, Luke 19:10)

Jesus views everyone as significant. Zacchaeus was a dishonest tax collector (Luke 19:1-10). Jesus 
could have ignored him, but when He saw him in a tree as he walked through Jericho, He called him by
name.

It’s important that followers of Jesus acknowledge others as people with value. A Christian who doesn’t
merely see but looks at another communicates to that person that he is being recognized as a human 
being in an impersonal world of objects.
Do the people we interact with know that we view them as valuable to us and to God?

B) Jesus was looking around for those He could serve, and he spotted Zacchaeus, who was “up a 
tree” and needed His help. How can you actively look around for others who need Jesus’s touch 
in their lives? How can you reach out to these people?



All I Can See
Read: John 3:22-25

“He must become greater; I must become less.” (John the Baptist, John 3:30)

Jesus’s cousin John clearly knew his focus wasn’t to be on himself. Right from the start he recognized 
that his position or calling was to point others to Jesus, the Son of God. “Look, the Lamb of God,” he 
said when he saw Jesus coming toward him and his followers (John 1:29). He continued, “The reason I 
came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed”. When John’s disciples later reported that 
Jesus was gaining followers, John said, “you yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah 
but am sent ahead of him’...He must become greater; I must become less.”

May the central focus of day-to-day living be Jesus, so He becomes greater in our lives and we become 
less.

C) What do you think it means to have Jesus become greater in your life? What are some 
practical ways to make this happen-for His honor?

Fake Family
Read: Matthew 15:1-9

“These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.” (Jesus, Matthew 15:8)

A builder in California came up with an innovative idea to sell his houses. He thinks that a good way to
make a house more appealing is to have a family there when showing the house. So he hires actors to 
play happy families in his company’s model homes. Would-be buyers can ask them questions about the 
house. Each fake family cooks, watches television, and plays games while house-hunters wander 
through.

That type of faking may not do any harm, but think about the sham of the religious leaders in Jesus’s 
day (Matthew 15:1-9). They pretended to love God and piously made up a long list of rules that they 
and others were to obey. But this was only to make themselves look good. They even considered their 
rules to be just as important as the Law that came directly from the Lord. Jesus called them 
“hypocrites”. He said their words sounded as if they honored God, but their hearts told another story-
they were far from Him.

That kind of pretending goes on today as well. We look like good Christians on the outside because we 
go to church faithfully, follow some rules legalistically, and use the right words. It is possible to say we 
love Jesus while our hearts are far from Him. God wants us to be real.



D) Is it possible you are doing some things for show? In what ways? This is a “between me and 
Jesus” thing, so talk about it with Him and ask Him for help to be real in your relationship with 
Him.

Study Questions

1) What does it really mean for us to become less in relation to Jesus?

2) What are a couple of real-life ramifications of that kind of thinking?

3) Who do you know who truly practices this in life? What can you learn by watching that person?

4) There are three things mentioned here that we often associat with “good Christians.” Indeed, going 
to church, obeying scriptural standards, and speaking with kindness and civility are important. But 
what is more important than those as we consider our walk with God?

5)Why do we love God, anyway? Is it anything we have done that caused this relationship? Once we 
recognize that it is all His doing and none of ours, how does that change our relationship with Him?


