
Week 2
A Pleasant Diversion

Read: Romans 11:33, 12:2

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is-his good, pleasing and perfect will. (Paul,

Romans 12:2)

No one can understand Christianity to its depths who comes to it to enjoy it as a pleasant weekend 
diversion.

Being a Christian means that we know Jesus personally. We have received Him by faith as our Savior 
from sin, and we present ourselves to Him. We deny our will and choose His instead. He transforms our
thinking, our values, and our priorities to reflect what is acceptable to God (Romans 12:1-2).

Is your religion just a pleasant weekend diversion? That’s no subtitute for a vital relationship with 
Jesus!

A) Think of ways your mind sometimes conforms to the pattern of the world around you. How 
does religion sometimes replace Jesus in your life? What spiritual activities can help change that?

Off-Limits
Read: Romans 5:1-8

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.” (John, John 3:16)

Romans 5:1-2 tells us: “We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.” 

Aren’t you thankful that the Bible and God’s love aren’t off-limits to us? Receive His forgiveness-it’s 
meant for unholy people like you and me.

B) What makes even good people unholy? And how is it that Jesus’s death 
gives us His holiness? Have you gained “access by faith into God’s grace”? 
You can trade your unholiness for God’s holiness by trusting Jesus as Savior.



Isn’t He Beautiful
Read: Isaiah 9:1-7

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah, Isaiah

9:6)

Yes, the Lord Jesus is beautiful. We don’t find a specific reference in the Bible describing Him that 
way, but His personal character is strong yet gentle, holy yet forgiving, majestic yet humble-all 
combinded. Simply beautiful.

In his prophecy, Isaiah described jesus and His coming in this way: “For to us a child is born, to us a 
son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).

Jesus is the Wonderful Counselor-giving us comfort and wisdom. The Mighty God-acting with power 
and authority. The Everlasting Father-providing for all our needs and protecting us. And the Prince of 
Peace-offering reconciliation with God and others.

C) Which of those magnificent titles in Isaiah 9:6 best captures the characteristic of Jesus that is 
most helpful to you right now?

Let’s Go!
Read: Philippians 1:19-26

“The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was
of gold, as pure as transparent glass. (John, Revelation 21:21)

The apostle Paul had a heavenly perspective (Philippians 1:23). He said, “For to me, to live is Christ 
and to die is gain”. He knew that this life was about knowing, trusting, and serving God. But he also 
knew that life in heaven would be “better by far” because he would “be with Christ”. He was ready to 
stay as a witness to others, but he was also ready to go see Jesus.

Are we as eager for heaven as Paul was?

D) Meditate for a moment about what it will be like to see Jesus and to be in His presence for the 
first time. What emotions touch your heart when you think about that amazing moment?



Walking in His Dust
Read: Mark 14:3-9

“Without delay Jesus called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and
followed him. (Mar, Mark 1:20)

In the first century, a Jewish man who wanted to become a disciple of a rabbi was expected to leave 
family and job to join his rabbi. They would live together twenty-four hours a day-walking from place 
to place, teaching and learning, studying and working. They discussed and memorized the Scriptures 
and applied them to life.

A disciple’s calling as described in early Jewish writings about basic ethics, was to “cover himself in 
the dust of the rabbi’s feet,” drinking in his every word. He followed his rabbi so closely that he would 
“walk in his dust.” In doing so, he became like the rabbi, his master.

Simon, Andrew, James, and John knew that this was the type of relationship to which Jesus was calling 
them. So immediately they walked away from their work and “followed him.” For three years they 
stayed close to Jesus-listening to His teaching, watching His miracles, learning His principles, and 
walking in His dust.

As Jesus’s followers today, we too can “walk in His dust.” By making it a priority to spend time 
studying and meditating on His Word and then applying its principles to our lives, we’ll become like 
our rabbi-Jesus.

E)What does it mean to make it a priority to study God’s Word? What steps can you take to do 
that, despite your busy schedule?

People of God
Read: 1 Peter 2:1-10

“Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God, once you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy.” (Peter, 1 Peter 2:10)

Our families can sometimes feel like our enemies when they aren’t exactly what we want them to be. 
Even our spiritual family at church lets us down occasionally. But by changing our focus we can learn 
to give up the naive idea that others will always meet our lofty expectations.

Instead of focusing on what others think, we can find hope in the truth that each of us is one of God’s 
very own children through faith in Jesus (1 Peter 2:10). He has chosen us and made us “His own 
special people”. God has brought us into His family, and we can be sure that our relationship with Him 
will never be severed. He’ll never treat us as an enemy.



When others let us down, instead of giving in to discouragement let’s change our focus and remind 
ourselves that we who have put our faith in Jesus are God’s children-cherished and cared for by Him.

F)How does it feel to be considered a part of God’s eternal family? What is going on right now in 
your life that makes that truth extra special?

Study Questions

1) What are two or three physical characteristics about heaven that you are curious about?

2) And there there are the people. Other than Jesus, who are three people you just can’t wait to meet or 
see again?

3) Is it good or bad that although we can’t wait to see heaven, we also have some reservations about 
going there soon? Why?


