
Week 12
The Commandments
Read: Mark 12:28-34

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all
your strength.” (Jesus, Mark 12:30)

Jesus was asked, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” (Mark 12:28). He 
answered, “The Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength.”

Jesus was referring to Old Testament times-during which God had told the Israelites to place Him as 
the one and only God in their lives and nation. The pagan nations around them had many gods they 
loved and worshipped, but God’s people were to be different.

Jesus said loving God is to be our top priority too. So, the question here is this, “Do you love God?”

A) Spend a few moments thinking of the implications of the two great commandments: Love 
God; love others. Which of the two could use a little more attention in your life?

Thunderstorm Thoughts
Read Matthew 8:23-27

“The God of peace will be with you.” (Paul, Philippians 4:9)

We’ve all heard thunderstorms in our heads. It happens when a tragedy occurs-to us, to someone close 
to us, or to someone we hear aboutin the news. Our minds become a tempest of “what-if” questions. 
We focus on all the possible bad outcomes. Our fear, worry, and trust in God fluctuate as we wait, pray, 
grieve, and wonder what the Lord will do.

It’s natural for us to be fearful in a storm. The disciples had Jesus right there in the boat with them, yet 
they were afraid (Matthew 8:23-27). He used the calming of the storm as a lesson to show them who 
He is-a powerful God who also cares for them.

We wish that Jesus would always calm the storms of our life as He calmed the storm for the disciples 
that day. But we can find moments peace when we’re anchored to the truth that He’s in the boat with us
and He cares.

B) What storms are thundering their way through your mind and heart? Would it help to put the
words. THE GOD OF PEACE WILL BE WITH YOU on an index card and tape it whee you can 
see it throughout the day? And remember, Jesus is in the boat with you



A Gift of Shelter
Read Luke 2:1-7

“There was no gues room available for them. (Luke, Luke 2:7)

Luke 2 tells the story of Joseph and Mary as they searched for a shelter for Mary to deliver her baby. 
They found a place with the animals. Later in His life, Jesus said of himself, “The Son of Man has no 
place to lay his head” (Matthew 8:20).

Jesus understands our troubles. He brings us hope and will meet our needs through others those that He
chooses to help us.

We can cast all our cares on Him (1 Peter 5:7). In our God, we find shelter (Psalm 61:3-4).

C) Talkto Jesus about a situation you might be struggling with: Does He want you to be a giver or
a receiver? Trust Him either way.

Three Needs
Read 1 John 4:7-21

“We know and rely on the  love God has for us. God is love. (John, 1 John 4:16)

It’s been said that there are three things a person needs to be happy:

1. Something to do-meaningful work or helping others.

2. Someone to love-someone to whom we can give of ourselves, such as a spouse, a child, or a 
friend.

3. Something to look forward to-a vacation, a visit from a loved one, improved health, the 
realization of a dream.

Those things may bring some temporary happiness. But for lasting fulfillment, they can all be found in 
a relationship with Jesus, God’s Son.

Something to do. As beleivers, we have been given gifts from the Holy Spirit to serve our Savior by 
serving others in God’s family (Romans 12:1-16). We are also called to spread the gospel around the 
world (Matthew 28:19-20).

Someone to love. We love God because He first loved us (1 John 4:19). And we love others, “for love 
comes from God”.



Something to look forward to. One cay we’ll be welcomed into God’s presence forever, where we will 
enjo a perfect place prepared especially for us (John 14:2-3; Revelation 21:3-4)). We’ll see Jesus and be
like Him (1 John 3:2).

For lasting fulfillment, Jesus Christ truly is everything we need.

D) In which of the “somethings” are you most lacking? Ask the Lord to give you just what you 
need for His glory: a valuable task or a person who needs your caring love or a goal to strive for.

Praying Sheep
Read James 1;1-8

“You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.” (Jesus, John 14:14)

We’ve all been faced with situations when we didn’t know what to do, or there was nothing we could 
do. When we’re distressed, we probably don’t want to her someone flippantly say, “Just pray!” that 
answer seems too simplistic and can even feel hurtful if it’s said unthinkingly.

But the simple suggeestion “Just pray” is exactly what we need to do. During the days of the early 
church, James wrote to believers who were going through serious trials-difficulties tht most of us know
nothing about: stonings, imprisonment, and beatings for their faith. He told them to ask god for the 
wisdom and comfort to withstand those trials: “You should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to you.”

When you encoutner a problem remember the simple instructions of the “Just Pray” sheep and talk to 
Jesus about it. He’ll meet your needs His way.

E) Jesus is your Shepherd, and He knows your voice. A shepherd stops at nothing to keep His 
sheep where they should be. What do you as a praying sheep need from your Shepherd?

A Learner
Read Luke 2:46-52; Isaiah 50:4-6

“They found Jesus in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions.” (Luke, Luke 2:46)

When Jesus was twelve, He went with His parents to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. On their 
way home, His parents realized He was not with them. When they returned, they “found him in the 
temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.”



Jesus had the heart of a learner-disciple. Isaiah writes of Him as Jehovah’s Servant: “The Sovereign 
Lord...wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed. The 
Sovereign Lord has opened my ears.” In His humanity, the Son was open to learn from His Father.

Jesus’s example is strong. It challenges us to be listeners to God’s Word. We too can become learner-
disciples if we’ll keep our hearts open to God’s teaching.

F) It is amazing that Jesus was a learner. How much more should we, who know so little, strive to
learn like the One who knew everything? What efforts can you make to know God better?

Loved Well
Read Ephesians 3:14-21

“I pray that you...may have power...to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of
Christ.” (Paul, Ephesians 3:17-18)

The apostle Paul wanted the believers in the church at Ephesus to understand how well God loved 
them, and that was his prayer: “That they would have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, 
to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ” (Ephesians 3:17-18). He prayed 
that they would be rooted and grounded in that love.

To ground ourselves in God’s love, it would be helpful to review these verses frequently or even 
memorize them. We can also take a few minutes each day to thank the Lord for the specific ways He 
shows His love to us. This will help us to grow in our belief and be thankful that Jesus loves us “so 
well.”

G) Think of the ways Jesus loves you. Think of the blessings of forgiveness, the helpof His 
guidance through the Holy Spirit, and the numerous other ways He directs your path. List the 
ways below:

The Arlington Ladies
Read Matthew 26:6-13

“Wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in
memory of her.” (Jesus, Matthew 26:13)

In 1948, the US Air Force Chief of Staff noticed that no one attended the funeral of one of his airmen at
Arlington National Cemetery, and that deeply disturbed him. He talked with his wife about his concern 



that each soldier be honored at burial, and she began a group called the Arlington Ladies.

Someone from the group honors each deceased soldier by attending his or her funeral. The ladies also 
write personal notes of sympathy and speak words of gratitude to family members when they are 
present. If possible, a representative keeps in contact with the family for months afteward.

Margaret Mensch, an Arlington Lady, says, “The important thing is to be there for the families...It’s an 
honor to...pay tribute to the everyday heroes that make up the armed forces.”

Jesus showed the importance of paying tribute. After a woman poured a costly, fragrant oil on His head,
He said that she would be honored for, as it turned out, centuries to come (Matthew 26:13). The 
disciples were indignant and thought her act was wasteful, but Jesus called it “a good work” for which 
she would be remembered “wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world.”

We know heroes who have given their lives in service to their country. Let’s honor them while we 
remember as well heroes of the faith through the centuries. 

H) Who do you consider a hero of the faith?

Investment Advice
Read 2 Peter 1:1-11

“If you posess these qualities in  increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and
unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Peter, 2 Peter 1:8)

God wants us to invest wisely in our spiritual future. Through the ups and downs of life’s 
circumstances, we should continually invest in a “spiritual account:
“: our character. The apostle Peter tells us to be diligent about character development (1 Peter 1:5-11). 
After we trust in Christ for salvation, we are to invest these qualities into our character: faith, virtue, 
knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love. 

The future returns on our investment in character will be godliness, fruitfulness in the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ, assurance of our calling, and victory over sin.

Investing money in retirement funds can be profitable, but investing in our spiritual lives offers the best
kind of return for our future!

I) What do you think being fruitful “in the knowledge of Jesus Christ” means? Could this 
knowledge unlock the secret to holy living for the believer? How can you increase in the 
knowledge of Christ?



Take the Time
Read Luke 19:1-10

“Come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” (Jesus, Luke 19:5)

Taking time for people is what Jesus was all about. He attended dinner parties, taught crowds, and took 
time for interaction with individuals. He even invited himself to one man’s house. Zacchaeus, a tax 
collector, climbed a tree to see Him, and when Jesus looked up, He said, “Come down immediately. I 
must stay at your house today.” And Zacchaeus’s life was changed forever.

Because of other responsibilities, we won’t always be able to take the time. But when we do, we have a
wonderful privilege of being with others and watching the lord work through us.

J) Like Jesus, how can you find “Jesus-needing people” as you pass through life?

Study Questions

1) How can you invest in others? How can you invest in yourself when it concerns your relationship 
with God?

2) “Doing” is usually not something we struggle with. There’s plenty to do. But then what about 
priorities? Try listing up to 15 things you did today and then evaluate the value of each thing you did.

3) Some people are easier to love than others. But if we are to love others as we love ourselves, we 
can’t really be choosy. Who is someone who is hard to love but needs your touch of kindness?

4) Is there something that you are looking forward to? A vacation, a day off from school or work, a fun 
activity planned with the family? Do you look forward to heaven with the same anticipation?

5) There are many ways to help those who struggle. Name ways in which you can encourage someone 
you know?




