
Week 11
Just Ordinary People
Read: John 10:31-42

“Though John never performed a sign, all that John said about Jesus was true.” (Many people, John
10:41)

A verse in John 10 about John the Baptist about the people and what they said of him: “Though John 
never performed a sign, all that John said about Jesus was true.” John didn’t perform miracles as Jesus 
did. He didn’t talk about himself but came “as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through 
him all might believe.” He said of Jesus, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world!”

Our aim, as followers of Jesus, is to do the same-to “testify concerning that light.” We’re just ordinary 
people, serving God in our little corner of the world. With our quiet deeds and words, let’s point others 
to the Light. 

A) As you think of things such as your social media presence, your conversations with your 
friends, and your interactions with people you are just getting to know, how much of that 
ordinary conversation includes mentions of Jesus and His importance? What challenge does that 
question pose?

It’s Beautiful
Read: Mark 14:3-9

“Leave her alone...Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me.” (Jesus, Mark
14:6)

During Jesus’s last visit to the town of Bethany, Mary wanted to show her love for Him (Mark 14:3-9). 
So she brought “an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard” and anointed Him. The
disciples asked angrily, “Why this waste?” (Matthew 26:8). Jesus told them to stop troubling her, for 
“she has done a beautiful thing to me? (Mark 14:6). He delighted in Mary’s gift to Him, for it came 
from a heart of love. Even anointing Him for burial was beautiful!

What would you like to give to Jesus to show your love? Your time, talent, treasure? It doesn’t matter if
it’s costly or inexpensive, whether others understand it or criticize it. Whatever is given to our Savior 
from a heart of love is beautiful to Him.

B) If Jesus were to appear to you and you had one thing to offer Him out of love and devotion, 
what would it be? Why is He worth of this gift from you even though you can’t see Him



Truly Amazing
Read; Romans 5:6-11

“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!” (John,
1 John 3:1)

Saw these words once on a young woman’s personal website: “I just want to be loved-and he has to be 
amazing.”

Isn’t that what we all want-to be loved, to feel cared for by someone? And so much the better if he or 
she is amazing!

The one who fits that description most fully is Jesus Christ. In a display of unprecedented, unselfish 
love, He left His Father in heaven and came to earth as the baby we celebrate at Christmas. Then, after 
living a perfect life, He gave His life as an offering to God on the cross in our behalf. He took our place
because we needed to be rescued from our sin and its death penalty. “While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). Then three days later, the Father raised Jesus to life again (Matthew 
28:1-8).

When we repent and receive Jesus’s gift of amazing love, He becomes our Savior (John 3;16-18), Lord 
(John 13:14), Teacher (Matthew 23:8), and Friend (John 15:14). “See what great love the Father has 
lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!” (1 John 3:1).

Looking for someone to love you? Jesus loves us so much more than anyone else possibly could. And 
He is truly amazing!

C) Think of someone who loves you with a deep, warm, caring love. Jesus loves you that much 
and more. No matter what you are going through or how down you get about troubling 
circumstances, Jesus’s amazing love is always there to lift you up and encourage you. How does 
that make you feel to know this truth?

No Smiling Policy
Read: John 13:31-35

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (Jesus, John 13:35)

Jesus prescribed a good way to recognize a Christian-and it most probably includes a smile. Jesus told 
His disciples, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 
13:35). The ways to show love to fellow believers are as endless as there are people with needs: a note 
of encouragement, a visit, a meal, a gentle rebuke, a prayer, a Bible verse, a listening ear, even just a 
friendly smile.

The apostle John wrote, “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love each other”
(1 John 3:14). Can others recognize, by our care for fellow Christians, that we know and love the Lord?



D) Will others recognize Christ in any of these common scenarios? Going through the checkout 
line at the grocery store. Coaching or cheering for a child’s sporting event. Being served by the 
wait staff at a restaurant (including the tip). List how you can show who Christ is through your 
own actions.

Free Food!
Read: 6:25-41

“I am the bread that came down from heaven.” (Jesus, John 6:41)

Jesus fed a crowd of five thousand hungry people, and the next day many went looking for Him (John 
6:10-11, 24-25). He challenged them: “You are looking for me, not because you saw the signs I 
performed but because you ate the loaves and had you fill.” It seems that the food was more important 
to some of the people than the everlasting life Jesus offered in himself. He told them he was ‘the bread 
of God...that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” Some didn’t believe, wouldn’t 
accept His teaching, and “no longer followed him.” They wanted the food, but they didn’t want Him 
and what would be required of them to follow Him.

Jesus calls us today to come to Him-not for the blessings from His hand but to receive the eternal life 
He offers and to follow Him, “the bread of God.”

E) Sometimes it is a challeng to move from “what’s in it for me?” regarding your faith to “what is
required of me?” to serve Jesus. Although your salvation is free, what are some things Jesus 
wants you to do in obedience to Him?

An Easy Yoke
Read Matthew 11:25-30

“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Jesus, Matthew 11:29-30)

When Jesus came, He offered an “easy” and “light” yoke compared to the yoke of the religious leaders.
They had plaed “heavy, cumbersome loads” of laws on the people (Matthew 23:4; Acts 15:10), which 
no one could possibly keep.

God knew we would never be able to measure up to His standards (Romans 3:23), so He sent Jesus to 
this earth. Jesus bore the punishment of death for our sins. As we recognize our need for forgiveness, 
Jesus comes alongside us. He places his yoke on us, freeing us from guilt and giving us His power to 
live in a God-pleasing way.



Do you need Jesus’s help? He says, “Come to me...Take my yoke upon you and learn from me”. He 
longs to put His arm around you.

F) In what ways do you sense Jesus coming alongside you to help in burdensom moments? He 
promises to do so, but what attitude do you need if you want to sense His presence?

Bring Them to Jesus
Read: Luke 18:15-17

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these.” (Jesus, Luke 18:16)

Luke 18 shows us the concern Jesus had for children. When people brought little ones to Him, the 
disciples wanted to protect Jesus, a busy man, from the bothersome children. But it seems that Jesus 
was not at all bothered by them. Just the opposite. He said, “Let the little children come to me, and do 
not hinder them”. Mark adds that Jesus took them in His arms and blessed them.

G) Children are the coolest humans on earth. They are loving and caring and eager to learn. How
can you help children you know learn about Jesus and His love for them?

Study Questions

1) What can you do to try grasp onto the yoke of Jesus and not just your own ability?

2) Why is it so difficult for some people to believe that Jesus loves them?

3) What quite deeds or quiet words can you do or use to point others to Jesus?

4) What do you think is your weakest part of your faith?


