
Bible Study 
1 Corinthians

WEEK 1 – Read chapter 1 – Then answer the following questions:

1) List four facts about the author, Paul, of this book.

2) List four facts about the church of Corinth.

3) What “gifts” did Corinth have?

4) Define “faithful” and tell why this quality of God is important.

5) What problem at Corinth is discussed in chapter one?

6) List and define four expressions in 1:10 that describe unity or division.

7) What was the nature of the division in Corinth? Were the preachers responsible for 
this division?

8) Who had Paul baptized in Corinth/

9) Why do you think Paul was glad he had not baptized more people?

10) Define “wisdom” and “foolishness” as discussed in chapter one.

11) How can human wisdom make the cross void?



12) How is God’s wisdom made known?

13) How was Jesus viewed by Jews, Greeks, and the “called”? Why?

14) Why did God choose a plan that many would reject?

15) What four things did Christ become according to 1:30? Explain.



WEEK TWO – Read chapter 2 and answer the following questions:

1) What did Paul not emphasize in his teaching and what did he emphasize in 2:1-2?

2) What problems did Paul have among the Corinthians?

3) What kind of wisdom did Paul not emphasize and why not?

4) What kind of power and wisdom did he emphasize and why/

5) Who did not recognize this wisdom?

6) What did the rulers do because of ignorance?

7) Define “reveal” and explain the comparison of 2:11.

8) List the steps in the process of revelation from God to man.

9) What do “natural” and “spiritual” mean in 2:14-15?

10) How does a ‘spiritual” man make judgments?



WEEK THREE – Read chapter 3 and answer the following questions:

1) Define “carnal” and tell how it is used in 3;1-3.

2) What proved that the Corinthians were “carnal”?

3) Define “jealousy” (“envy”) and tell how it was manifested in Corinth.

4) Whom did Paul say he and Apollos were?

5) What are preachers compared to in 3:6-7?

6) What relationship should the planter and waterer have and should that have taught the
Corinthians?

7) What is God’s relationship to teachers?

8) What is God’s relationship to the church?

9) What foundation must we build on?

10) What is meant by the materials listed in 3:12?

11) What happens to the builder if the materials survive or if they are burned up?

12) How might we be guilty of destroying the temple?

13) Why must one who has worldly wisdom become a fool to be truly wise?



WEEK 4 – Read chapter four and answer the following questions:

1) Define “steward”. In what sense are preachers ‘stewards”?

2) What is the main requirement of stewards/

3) Give examples of ways stewards may be unfaithful.

4) What does it mean to act or think beyond what is written? In what way was Corinth 
guilty of this?

5) What is the source of the things we have received? What does this prove about pride?

6) What three characteristics does 4:8 say the Corinthians had?

7) What position do apostles have according to 4:9?

8) What problems did the apostles have?

9) How did the apostles act when they were mistreated?

10) How does Paul use the word “father” in 4:15?

11) What does 4:16 instruct Christians to do?

12) Refer to verse 17, do different churches have the right to teach different doctrines?

13) What attitude did some have toward Paul? What did he intend to do about it?



WEEK 5 – Read chapter five and answer the following questions:

1) What specific sin existed at Corinth?

2) What does Paul say should happen to the man guilty of laying with his father’s wife?

3) What does 5:4 tell us about how church discipline should be exercised?

4) In 5:5 what should be done to the sinner? Explain “deliver him to Satan”.

5) What purpose is given for discipline in verse 5?

6) Explain how Christ is our “Passover”.

7) Define “world” and “brother” in 5:10-13. What is the application to church 
discipline?

8) List and define each sin in verses 10 & 11.

9) Distinguish whom we judge from those whom God judges.

10) What should be done to the wicked man according to verse 13?



WEEK 5 – Read chapter 6 and answer the following questions:

1) Describe the problem Paul discusses in 6:1-8.

2) What will Christians do according to verses 2 and 3 and what is Paul’s point?

3) Summarize what a brother should do instead of taking a brother to court?

4) Why do you think Christians are better judges than civil rulers?

5) What does verse 7 say we should be willing to do, if necessary?

6) Instead of suffering wrong, what had the Corinthians been doing?

7) What consequences will unrighteous people suffer?

8) List people who will not inherit the kingdom of God (especially if they refuse to 
accept Jesus)?

9) What solves the problem of sin?

10) Explain in what sense “all things are lawful” according to 6:12.

11) List and explain two responses Paul gives to the idea of all things are lawful in 6:12-
13.

12) What is the body for, and what will God do to the body? (6:13-14)



13) In what sense are our bodies members of Christ?

14) What does 6:16 teach us?

15) What relationship do we have with the Lord according to 6:17?

16) What is the connection between the Holy Spirit and the body?

17) What price was paid for our bodies and how can they glorify God?



WEEK 7 – Read chapter 7 and answer the following questions:

1) What subject is discussed in chapter 7? Why do you think Paul write about it?

2) Why might one choose to marry according to 7:3?

3) What should husband and wife do for one another?

4) How do verses 2-5 emphasize the beauty of the marital relationship?

5) How does speaking by permission differ from commands?

6) What advice does Paul give in 7:7?

7) Must all men follow this advice? Why or why not?

8) What advice is given to unmarried people?

9) What options are available if a man or woman has departed (as in a marriage)?

10) What marriage situation is discussed in 7:12-16?

11) Does verse 15 mean the Christian may remarry?

12) What is the main point of 7:17-24? What question concerns Paul here?

13) How can one be both free and a slave/ (7:22)



14) What advice does Paul give in 7:27?

15) What does Paul say about one who chooses to marry? Why does he advise them not 
to marry?

16) What advantage would an unmarried person have in times of distress? (7:32-34)

17) Do these disadvantages apply when there is no distress?

18) Explain 7:37-38.

19) How long are a man and a woman bound in marriage?

20) How does Paul conclude his discussion on marriage/



WEEK 8 – Read chapter 8 and answer the following questions:

1) What subject does Paul introduce in chapter 8?

2) How does the effect of knowledge differ from that of love?

3) Is knowledge bad? Can we be saved by love without knowledge?

4) What is it that a man may think he knows though he actually lacks knowledge?

5) If an idol is nothing, why would meat offered to it matter?

6) What does 8:8 try to teach us?

7) According to verse 8, what constitutes a matter of “liberty”?

8) Define “stumbling block” (8:9). How may we cause someone to stumble?

9) What conclusion did Paul reach in 8:13?



WEEK 9 – Read chapter 9 and answer the following questions:

1) What is the theme of chapter 9?

2) How were the Corinthians the seal of Paul’s apostleship?

3) Explain what an apostle was, what qualifications they had and what work they did.

4) Explain the three examples in 9:7. What principle do they illustrate?

5) Explain sowing spiritual things and reaping carnal things(9:11).

6) What did Paul practice regarding receiving support? Why?

7) Explain the conclusion about support of preachers.

8) How had Paul obtained financial income?

9) Why did Paul preach (9:16) and what can we learn from this?

10) What reasons does Paul give for not receiving support?

11) Explain the use of “free” and “servant” (9:19).

12) Who were discussed in 9:20? In what sense were they “under law”?

13) Was Paul under the same law?



14) What group of people concerned Paul, and how did he act toward them?

15) Name some things one might do to help “gain” various kinds of people?

16) What is the incorruptible crown and how does it differ from the corruptible crown?



WEEK 10 – Read chapter 10 and answer the following questions:

1) How was Israel baptized to Moses?

2) How did God view “the fathers,” and how did He treat them?

3) What is the application of all this to us?

4) Define “lust” and give some specific examples in which Israel lusted.

5) How does the event in verse 7 illustrate idol worship?

6) What is Paul’s conclusion in 10:12? What lessons should we learn?

7) What lesson does 10:13 teach about temptation?

8) Whom should we blame when we sin?

9) Define “communion” and explain how it’s used in verse 16.

10) Explain the example of communion in 10:18.

11) What concern must one have even in “matters of liberty” (10:24)?

12) What is Paul’s point in 10:29?

13) What conclusion is stated in 10:31?



14) What groups of people should we not offend?

15) What principle should motivate all our decisions?



WEEK 11 – Read chapter 11 and answer the following questions:

1) What examples should be imitated according to 11:1?

2) How may a man dishonor his head? How may a woman? (11:45)

3) What should a man not do and what reason is given? (11:7)

4) Is man still the image of God?

5) Explain 11:8-9 in your own words.

6) In what sense is man dependent on woman (11:11-12)?

7) What is the significance regarding the role of men and women?

8) What problems did Paul find at Corinth in 11:17-18? When and where did these 
problems occur?

9) What did Paul do with the messages he received from the Lord (11:23)? What does 
this show regarding the work of inspired men?

10) What did Jesus do with the bread (11:24)? What is its symbolic meaning?



11) What purpose of the Lord’s Supper is described in 11:26?

12) How long will the practice of the Lord’s Supper continue?

13) What does it mean to eat or drink “unworthily”? (11:27)

14) Why must we understand the spiritual significance of the Lord’s Supper?

15) What should we do in order to commune properly (11:28)?

16) What is the consequence of not partaking properly according to 11:29?

17) What problem had resulted in Corinth in 11:30?

18) what can we learn from verse 33 regarding proper attitudes toward others and 
making sure they have opportunity to partake?

19) What does 11:34 teach us about common meals?



WEEK 12 – Read chapter 12 and answer the following questions:

1) Describe Paul’s concern in 12:1.

2) What was the religious background of many of the Corinthians?

3) What had the Spirit led men to teach and not teach (12:3)?

4) Define “diversities” and explain the point Paul is making in 12:4-6.

5) What purpose should the gifts have accomplished in 12:7?

6) Who gave the gifts and decided what gifts people would receive (12:11)?

7) What is the body of Christ?

8) What is the point being made in 12:15-16 and how would it apply to Spiritual gifts?

9) How were the roles of various members determined (12:18) and how does that apply 
to Spiritual gifts?

10) How do we act if we care for one another (12:26)?

11) How does this fit the illustration of the members of the body (12:27), and how would
this lesson help the Corinthians?



12) List the works Paul names in 12:28 and why are they important?

13) Were some gifts greater than others?

14) What idea did Paul introduce at the end of chapter 12?



WEEK 13 – Read chapter 13 and answer the following questions:

1) What is the main point of 13:1-3 and how does it apply at Corinth and does it apply 
today to us?

2) Does tongue speaking prove the speaker will be saved?

3) List some good works one might do without pleasing God (13:2-3).

4) List each characteristic of love (13:4-7) and define each.

5) Explain how love would have helped the Corinthian’s problems as well as our own.

6) In what sense does love never fail? (13:8)

7) Do the principles Paul discusses here, apply only to these three gifts?

8) Why and when would spiritual gifts cease?

9) How does the illustration in 13:11 explain Paul’s point?

10) What three qualities are named in 13:13? In what sense is love the greatest?



WEEK 14 – Read chapter 14 and answer the following questions:

1) Were Spiritual gifts forbidden to the Corinthians?

2) What gift was most profitable? Why? (14:2-5)

3) What had to happen for speech to benefit people (14:6)?

4) What application does Paul make to tongues in 14:9?

5) For what should Spiritual gifts be used (14:12)?

6) What was wrong with how the Corinthians prayed in a tongue (14:14)?

7) What must characterize our prayer and singing (14:15)?

8) Was Paul opposed to all tongue speaking?

9) In what ways should we be like children and in what ways should we not (14:20)?

10) Explain in your own words 14:21.

11) Whom did prophesying especially benefit? How?

12) What effect could prophecy have on a visitor (14:24-25)?



13) Under what conditions were tongues forbidden in the church (14:28)?

14) What restrictions is placed on prophets in 14:29?

15) What is God’s nature and how does it relate to this discussion?

16) What instructions are given about women in 14:34-35?

17) Explain the significance of 14:36.

18) What did Paul conclude about prophecy and tongues in 14:39?



WEEK 15 – Read chapter 15 and answer the following questions:

1) What’s the overall theme of chapter 15?

2) Define “gospel”. Why is the gospel important? How can we receive its bless (15:1-2)?

3) What are the basic facts of the gospel according to 15:3-5? Are these facts all there is 
to the gospel?

4) In what sense was Paul the least of the apostles (15:9)?

5) What did some Corinthians say about the resurrection (15:12)?

6) What conclusion did Paul reach about the condition of Christians if this doctrine is 
true (15:19)?

7) Define “first-fruits”. What is the point regarding Jesus’ resurrection (15:20)?

8) When will the dead be raised?

9) What will happen to the kingdom when Jesus comes again (15:24)?

10) In what sense is death “the last enemy”?



11) What does 15:28 say will be the final outcome of Jesus’ coming?

12) What argument does Paul raise in 15:30-31? How does it relate to the resurrection?

13) What does 15:33 warn about and how are some people “deceived” about it?

14) Explain the different kinds of natures (15:39-41).

15) What nature did we receive from the first man, and what nature did we receive from 
the heavenly man (15:47-49)?

16) Explain the connection between sin and death and between sin and law? (15:56)



WEEK 16 – Read chapter 16 and then answer the following questions:

1) Who specifically would benefit from the funds discussed here (16:1-4)?

2) How should a member of a church decide how much to give?

3) What did Paul say about visiting the Corinthians and where did he plan to go first 
(16:5-7)?

4) What treatment did Paul say they should give Timothy, and why? (16:10-11)

5) What had Paul wanted Apollos to do and what was the result (16:12)?

6) Explain the expressions in 16:13-14. Why are these qualities needed?

7) Does 16:20 command a religious ceremony or regulate an existing custom?

8) Define “anathema” and “maranatha” (16:22)


